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oo PARISH MISSION STATEMENT
Our Lady of Light Parish is a
spirit filled Faith
community nourished by the
Eucharist.

Committed to be disciples of

&t. Gathering of Signna

113th Ave and 199th St. Christ, we reach out in good Riverton St. and Baisley Blvd.
MASS SCHEDULE stewardship to the entire Parish MASS SCHEDULE
Sunday 10am & and the community at large. We Sunday 8am
N?gaglshgg;;] flfyo pm. serve God and one another by the AdMontl_day to Sagurde;y; gam o
nday : . oration Thursday 3:30pm
Adoration Thursday 11:30am & values we proclaim. 7-8pm

7-8pm Confession Thursday 6:30-7pm

Confession Thursday 6:30-7pm After Every Mass or by

After Every Mass or by appointment Appointment



Second Sunday of Easter Mass intentions for the Week
Sunday, April 12, 2026

Sundav, April 12th

Sunday: Acts 2:42-47, Psalm 118:2-4, 13-15, 22-24, 1 ?0080%

Peter 1:3-9, John 20:19-31

Monday: Acts 4:23-31, Psalm 2:1-3, 4-7a, 7b-9, John Monday, April 13th
3:1-8 Tuesday: Acts 4:32-37, Psalm 93:1ab, 1cd-2,5, 8:00 AM

John 3:7b-15 Wednesday: Acts 5:17-26, Psalm 34:2-  9:00 AM

3, 4-5, 6-7, 8-9, John 3:16-21

Thursday: Acts 5:27-33, Psalm 34:2 and 9, 17-18, 19- Luesday, April 14th

20, John 3:31-36 500 AM
Friday: Acts 5:34-42, Psalm 27:1, 4, 13-14, John 6:1- Wednesday, April 15th
15 8:00 AM
Saturday: Acts 6:1-7, Psalm 33:1-2, 4-5, 18-19, John  9:00 AM
6:16-21
Thursday, April 16th
8:00 AM
9:00 AM
Parish Pastoral Council Members Friday. April 17th
Casimir Agbi 8:00 AM = =
9:00 AM
Steven Callender
Debye Cleveland 800 AM Saturday, April 18th
Kisha Clinton 9:00 AM
Maxine Dinnall . PRAY FOR THE SICK
Barbara Ricketts, Beverly Stanton
John Paul Ezeani Charmayne Roberts, Julia Hodge, Gemma LaRode
Gloria Wynter, Marion Henry, Leonora Best
Mari Jean Ferinande Lawrence Pitiler, Madeline Finney, Ruth Wade
. . Jacqueline Pestano, Dawn Hewitt, Connie Miller
Junie Hopkinson Fran Hicks, Helen R. Coleman, Dee Johnson
. Marva Corbett , Eartha Hendrick
Donna Nicholson (Please let us know if a name should be removed from
Sunday Odua the Sick List)
Bridget Torres
Marjorie White
Parish Finance Committee Members
Sylvester Atuegbu Weekly Collections
Asemota Benson Masses #of #of | Collections
04/06//26 | Adults Children
Tiffany Broadwater
8:00 AM 115 15 $1,829.00
Dawi Hewitt 10:00 AM | 174 30 1$2,720.00 J'
Marcia Mahon 12:30PM |32 4 $105.00 |
Donna Nicholson Online N/A N/A $1,150.00 ‘
Totals | 322 49 $5,804.00 |
| i il




DIVINE MERCY SUNDAY REFLECTION
Acts 2:42—-47; 1 Peter 1:3-9; John 20:19-31

“LIVING THE RISEN LIFE THROUGH DIVINE MERCY™

Dear Brothers and Sisters, on this Divine Mercy Sunday, the Church invites us to contemplate two inseparable mys-
teries: the Resurrection of Jesus and the outpouring of His Divine Mercy. As Saint John Paul II beautifully re-
minded us, this is the day when “divine mercy reaches us through the heart of Christ crucified.” The wounds of
Christ, still visible in His risen body, are not signs of defeat but rather the very channels through which mercy
flows into the world. The Gospel places us in the upper room, where fear had locked the doors of the disciples’
hearts: “the doors of the house where the disciples had met were locked for fear” [John 20:19]. Into that fear, the
Risen Lord enters; not by force, but with peace: “Peace be with you.” This is not merely a greeting; it is a gift.
As Saint Augustine reflects, “The peace of Christ is the tranquillity of order restored,” the healing of what sin has
broken. Mercy begins here: Christ does not reproach His disciples for abandoning Him; instead, He restores
them.

Mercy as New Creation

Then comes the astonishing moment: “He breathed on them and said, ‘Receive the Holy Spirit’” [John 20:22]. Just
as God breathed life into Adam |[cf. Genesis 2:7], the Risen Christ breathes new life into His Church. The
Church Fathers understood this act as the beginning of a new creation. Saint Gregory the Great writes, “As God
once formed man from the dust, so now He reforms him through grace.” Divine Mercy is not only forgiveness; it is
re-creation. This gift is immediately entrusted with a mission: “Whose sins you forgive are forgiven them” [John
20:23]. Mercy is not meant to be kept; it is meant to be shared. The Church becomes the living instrument of
reconciliation, healing the wounds between God and humanity and among people themselves. As Saint Faustina
heard from the Lord: “Be apostles of My mercy.”

Mercy Lived in the Community

The First Reading shows us what this mercy looks like when lived out: “They devoted

themselves to the apostles’ teaching and fellowship, to the breaking of bread and to the

prayers” [Acts 2:42]. The early Christian community was marked by unity, generosity, and joy:
“They broke bread at home and ate their food with glad and generous hearts™ [Acts 2:46]. No one was
in need because love had become tangible.

This is the fruit of the Resurrection. The Risen Christ is not merely an idea; He is alive in a people
transformed by mercy. Their life together became a powerful witness: “Day by day the Lord added

to their number those who were being saved” [Acts 2:47]. As Tertullian famously pointed out, the
world looked at Christians and said, “See how they love one another.” Yet, not everyone drew

near. Some admired from a distance. The witness of mercy is attractive, but it also calls for conversion.
This remains true today.

Faith That Endures

The Second Reading reminds us that this life of faith is not without trials: “By His great mercy, He has
given us a new birth into a living hope through the resurrection of Jesus Christ from the dead” [1 Peter
1:3]. Saint Peter speaks of a hope that endures even through suffering: “Although now for a little while
you may have to suffer various trials” [1 Peter 1:6]. Faith, he says, is more precious than gold.



Mercy does not remove all difficulties, but it gives meaning and strength within them. It anchors us in the ris-
en life of Christ.

From Doubt to Faith: Embracing the Journey

In the story of Thomas, we meet the honest doubter, a figure who reflects our deepest human desires for certainty
and proof. “Unless I see... I will not believe” [John 20:25]. Yet, in that moment of doubt, he encounters the Ris-
en Lord, and everything shifts. Thomas transcends mere evidence to make one of the most profound confes-
sions in the Gospel: “My Lord and my God!” [John 20:28]. Saint Gregory the Great noted, “The disbelief of Thom-
as has done more for our faith than the faith of the other disciples. ” Through Thomas’s doubt, we are beckoned into
a more intimate and personal faith journey. Jesus reminds us, “Blessed are those who have not seen and yet have
come to believe” [John 20:29]. Today, we encounter Him in the sacraments, within our community, and in acts
of suffering. Saint John Chrysostom reminds us that we touch Christ’s wounds whenever we serve the poor
and the afflicted.

Living Mercy Today at Our Lady of Light
Divine Mercy Sunday is a call to action for each one of us at Our Lady of Light Parish. It’s a chance to bring the
beauty of Easter into our everyday lives.

To Our Youth:

Let go of any fear surrounding your faith or your doubts. Like Thomas, bring your questions directly to Jesus. He
embraces those who genuinely seek. Let your lives shine as bold witnesses of mercy through acts of kindness, for-
giveness, and standing firm for what is right. The world is in dire need of your faith, your energy, and your hope!

To Our Elders:

Your faith, honed through years of trial and perseverance, is a priceless treasure for our community. Like the early
disciples, continue to exemplify resilience and trust. Your prayers, wisdom, and quiet acts of mercy nourish this par-
ish in ways you may not even realise. Your legacy is a light for others to follow.

To All of Us:

We are summoned to create a community where “no one was in need” [Acts 4:34], a space where forgiveness is
genuinely practised and peace replaces fear. Building such a community through sharing, compassion, and reconcil-
iation is a powerful testament to Christ’s resurrection and presence among us.

Receiving, Believing, Becoming Mercy

Divine Mercy Sunday invites us to embrace three vital responses:

O To receive mercy — Trust that no sin is beyond Christ’s boundless love.

O To believe — Hold tight to the living hope of the Resurrection, which transforms our lives.

[0 To become mercy — Act as instruments of reconciliation and peace in our world.

When we embody these responses, Easter transcends being just a historical event; it becomes a vibrant, living reality
within us. May we echo Thomas’s heartfelt declaration with conviction and love: “My Lord and my God!” May our
faith overflow into lives marked by mercy. Amen.

Blessed Divine Mercy Sunday, Thanksgiving, and Launch of the Annual Catholic Appeal 2026.
Fr. Erick Balderas Vega, M.Afr and Fr. Henry Byamukama, M.Afr



ANNOUNCEMENTS/NEWS

St. Catherine’s Men’s Club
Become a BETTER DRIVER!!!
Receive a Discount on your Auto Insurance
Reduce up to 4 points from your license
DEFENSIVE DRIVING COURSE
Saturday, April 18, 2026
9:00 am to 3:00 pm
St. Pascal’s Parish Hall 112-43 198th Street St. Al-
bans, NY 11412
$35 per person, payment due by 4/11/26
Sponsored by the St. Catherine of Sienna Men’s Club
SEATS ARE LIMITED, register NOW by contacting:
Dwayne Taylor (917) 903-9423, Casimir Agbi
(917) 545-5951

Q9 Deanery

The second installment of the Q9 Deanery’s four
part workshop series will take place on Saturday,
April 18th at 1 PM at St. Clement Pope. All are
welcome to attend. If you’re interested in joining,
please register at https://tinyurl.com/Q9-
Workshop2025 or flyers with full details are availa-
ble in the back of the church.

-
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Our Lady of Light St. Pascal Rosary Society
Afternoon High Tea

Saturday, April 25, 2026
Time: 12noon-4pm
Place: St. Pascal's Parish Hall
Tickets: Adults $40.00 / Children 12 and under
$20.00
TICKETS MUST BE PURCHASED IN
ADVANCE!
For tickets speak to any Rosary Society member.

4

2026 Annual Catholic Appeal

We thank all who have participated with a gift to the

2025 Appeal and ask that everyone prayerfully con-

sider making a gift to the 2026 Appeal. Our Lady of

Light parish goal is $44,922.00. As of 04/06/26 we

have received $24,180.00 pledged $10,007.00 paid
and balance due is $14,173.00.

If you have already pledge, thank you for your sup-

port. We thank all who have participated with a

gift to the 2025 Appeal.

"Set the World on Fire!
Join us for the Feast Day of St. Catherine of
Sienna on Sunday, April 26th
with one mass at 12:00 pm.
Celebration immediately after Mass in the par-
ish hall.

Come for the food, libation, and fellowship, and
if you're inspired, bring along a sweet treat to
share as we celebrate this incredible Doctor of
the Church!

We are accepting beverage and dessert dona-
tions; sign-up sheets are available on the heater
and in the vestibule at the back of St. Catherine
of Sienna church for those who would like to do-
nate. If you have trouble locating the sign-up
sheets, please ask an Usher for assistance."

St. Catherine of Sienna Men's Club
St. Catherine of Sienna Men's Club
presents a
CALYPSO PARTY
Saturday, May 9, 2026,
8:00 pm- 1:00 am Tickets: $40.00
Food included Bring Your Own Bottle
St. Catherine of Sienna Parish Hall
118-22 Riverton Street St. Albans, NY 11412
For tickets & info contact:

Dwayne Taylor (917) 903-9423 BJ (917) 686-7212
Alister Guillaume (718) 840-8142 Casimir Agbi
(917) 545-5951 Nick Iwu (516) 993-3322 Joe Raj
(917) 418-5771 Leon Cleveland (516) 965-9002




NEWS NOTES COMING SOON

Our Lady of Light
St. Pascal Baylon Rosary Society

Women's Retreat 2026
In Mary’s Footsteps: A Journey of Faith,
Strength, and Compassion!
Retreat Facilitator. Rev. Henry Byamukama, M.Afr.
When: Friday, May 15th to Sunday, May 17th
Where: Seminary of the Immaculate Conception
440 West Neck Road Huntington, NY 11743
Cost: $370.00
Final payment of $100.00 due April 19th

Molloy University
Spring Open House
Sunday, April 19, 2026
1:00 PM - Campus Tours Begin at 12:00 PM
Register at: hitps://www.molloy.edu/openhouse26

Food Pantry Volunteers Needed
The Food Pantry is in need of men volunteers to help
with deliveries and on Pantry day. Deliveries are every
other Tuesday’s from 9-12pm at St. Catherine's. Food
Pantry is on Wednesday’s 12pm-2pm at St. Cathe-
rine’s. We are looking for men because of heavy lift-
ing is involved on both days. If interested please con-
tact Junie Hopkinson at 917.261.1808 or the rectory
718.468.3511.

St. Johns Universitv Speech and
Hearing Center

The St. John’s University Speech and Hearing Center
will be offering “Hearing Aid Help” from February
2, 2026 through April 30, 2026. This is a free service
and is available for anyone who has a hearing aid and
may be experiencing some difficulty caring for it or
using it.

The St. John’s University Speech and Hearing Center
will be offering FREE speech and hearing evaluations
from February 2, 2026 through April 30,2026.
Please call the center at 718.990.6480 to schedule an
appointment. The Speech and Hearing Center is locat-
ed at 152-11 Union Turnpike, Flushing, NY.

Heart to Hands Ministry Donation
Our Lady of Light's crochet and knitting group, Heart
to Hands, is bringing joy and comfort to women and
children of Hour Children this holiday season. With
over two large bags filled with handmade crochet,
knit, and loom hats, gloves and scarves, their gifts
will keep the children and adults warm.
Heart to Hands now meets at the Best Life Senior
Center on Farmers Blvd., after relocating from St.
Pascal’s parish hall to ensure accessibility for all
members.
A special thank you goes to the Loomers of Roch-
dale Village Library, whose generous donation of
loomOcrafted items added even more love to this
collection.

Together, these groups embody the true meaning of
community—hands and hearts working in harmony
to uplift others. If you would like to donate yarn to
Heart to Hands, please contact the rectory.

Catholic Charities Call Center

Catholic Charities Call Center will help you get
assistance with

Behavioral Health Services
Care Coordination
Early Childhood & Head Start Programs
Emergency Food Pantry
Family Stabilization Programs
Housing Information
Immigration Services
Limited Financial Assistance
Senior Services
Information & Referrals to Other Services
Access to the Community Outreach Ser-
vices
Call the Call Center at 718.722.6001, Monday-Friday,
8am-6:30am or visit www.ccbq.org and ask our Chatbot
Sonya for help. For more info on events and activities,
visit www.ccbq.org/liveitup.

St. Clare Catholic Academy
St. Clare Catholic Academy 137-25 Brookville Blvd.

Rosedale, NY 11422. Registration is now open for the
2026/27 Academic School Year Seats available from
FREE 3k and 4K programs. Grades Kindergarten through
Eight Grade. Call us now 718-528-7174. Visit us at
www.stclarecatholicacademy.org.




“What Do You Have in Your Hands?”

CHRISTIAN GIVING IS EUCHARISTIC
When the Lord asked Moses, “"What is that in your hand?” [Exodus 4:2], He invited Moses to recognise the power of what he
already possessed. The staff he carried, ordinary and shaped by daily life, became extraordinary when he returned it to God in
trust. This poignant question resonates throughout Scripture and finds its deepest meaning in the Eucharist, whose very essence
is thanksgiving.

Time and again, God begins not with abundance, but with what is already held in grateful hands. A widow may possess
only a small jar of oil, yet when she offers it in faith, it never runs dry. A young boy provides five loaves and two fish, and in Jesus'
hands, they transform into nourishment for thousands. Another widow places two small coins into the temple treasury, and the
Lord sees in her gift the fullness of a grateful heart. In every instance, the gift may be small, yet the offering remains total.
And in each case, thanksgiving unlocks God’s transformative power. This is the mystery we enter every time we ap-
proach the altar.

The bread and wine we offer are described as the “fruit of the earth and work of human hands.” They gather the ordinary
substance of our lives; our labour, time, resources, joys, and struggles- and present them before God in gratitude. As
St. Irenaeus taught, in offering these gifts, the Church returns creation itself to the Creator with thanksgiving, and God responds
by filling them with His divine life.

At the heart of the Eucharist stands Christ Himself, who takes, gives thanks, breaks, and distributes. Thanksgiving is
not merely spoken; it is enacted. What is offered is not lost but transformed. What is broken is not destroyed but shared.
St. Augustine reminds us that at the altar, we offer not just bread and wine, but ourselves. Our lives, like the staff of Moses, the
oil of the widow, the loaves of the child, and the coins of the poor, are taken up into Christ's perfect thanksgiving to the Father.
This is why Christian giving transcends mere practicality; it is Eucharistic. It flows from gratitude. St. John Chrysostom
teaches that true generosity is born when the heart recognises that all it possesses is a gift, and that nothing placed in God's
hands is ever wasted.

Each Eucharist gently asks us again: What do you have in your hands today? What we bring may appear small, but when of-
fered in thanksgiving, it becomes united to Christ's self-gift. In His hands, our humble offerings become blessings for many. May
the Eucharist continually transform us into a people of thanksgiving; grateful in prayer, generous in providing, and confident that
God can achieve more with our gifts than we can ever imagine.

GiveCentral
We understand that most transactions today are done electronically. We want to provide you with that same convenient option
at church. We believe that it benefits everyone to offer this flexible online tool. Please visit www.givecentral.org and take a
few minutes to set up your donations! We’re pleased to offer mobile donations! Our text to give number is 712-217-3511.
Text” SUNDAY™ to easily make a donation.
Give Central QR Code

To donate just scan.







IMPORTANT PARISH REMINDERS
The Sacrament of Baptism for Infants
Parents may contact the parish office to arrange for the baptism
of their child at least one month in advance. Infant Baptisms are
held on the third Sunday of the month at one of our weekend
masses. Parents must be registered in Our Lady of Light or the
parish they attend and participate in a Baptismal Preparation
class.
Religious Education for Children and Youth:
Location and Times: Our Parish Faith Formation program takes
place on Sunday mornings, in person this year. For more infor-
mation, please contact , Deacon Marcial Cordon
Director of Faith Formation, at 718 528-1220 or email at
drel101269@diobrook.org
Ages and Requirements: Our program welcomes children and
youth who are three years old through High School. We accept
and prepare children and youth who have not received the Sacra-
ments.
Parental Responsibilities: Our Holy Father, Pope Francis, re-
minds us in his new General Directory for Catechesis that those
being catechized can live their life in a simple and spontaneous
way. We are called to accompany each other on a journey to-
ward Christ, with parents/guardians taking the lead for their chil-
dren. In addition to having an active participation in the faith
formation of their children, Parents or Guardians are also ex-
pected to attend Mass with their children and to attend parental
preparations for Sacraments.

Reception of Sacraments for School Aged Children: Parents
who would like for their child to receive the Sacraments must

register them in our parish Sacramental Preparation Program.
Our Program requires that children attend and prepare for two
complete and consecutive academic years prior to the reception
of each Sacrament. The Sacraments of Reconciliation and First
Holy Communion is received beginning in grade 2 and up. The
Sacrament of Confirmation requires attendance and preparation
in our 2 year Confirmation Sacramental Preparation program.
Confirmation preparation begins in grades 7 & 8. For each of the
Sacraments, there is an extra fee, to cover the costs of the cere-
monies. For more information, please contact, Deacon Marcial
Cordon Director of Religious Education.

Reception of Sacraments for Adults (RCIA): Our Parish offers
the RCIA program for those, ages 16 years and older, who are
interested in becoming Catholic. It is also for those who have
been baptized and in need of receiving the Sacraments of First
Eucharist and Confirmation. The Rite of Christian Initiation pro-
gram is offered year- round and is also available for children ages
8 and older through the Rite of Christian Initiation Adapted for
Children program. Please contact Deacon Marcial Cordon , Di-
rector of Faith Formation to register or for more information.
Continuing Faith Formation for Adults: Our parish provides
opportunities for lifelong faith formation through small faith
sharing groups and bible studies. Please check our website, bulle-
tin or contact the Faith Formation Office for more information.

The Sacrament of Marriage

Since Catholic marriage requires a time of preparation, arrange-
ments should begin at least six months before the proposed date
of the wedding to allow for the Marriage Preparation Program.
Registered, participating and contributing parishioners, not a third
party, may contact the parish office to begin the process.
Pastoral Care of the Sick

If you are entering a hospital for surgery, experiencing a pro-
longed or serious illness, or are very weak due to advancement of
age, call the parish office to arrange for the Sacraments of recon-
ciliation, communion and anointing at home. We can also arrange
for a Eucharistic Minister to continue to visit you with the
Blessed Sacrament. We are here to serve you, please call.
Funerals

The family member or friend handling the funeral arrangements
are asked to contact the pastor to arrange a consolation visit from
one of the Priests. He will help you with any questions you may
have with planning the Wake and Funeral Mass. The Parish wish-
es to be with you at this moment of need, all other arrangements
involving the church must be initiated by the funeral director.
Strict adherence to the Roman Catholic Ritual for Funerals will
be followed in all parish involved activities..

Proof of Parish Participation

References and proof of parish residency for both civil and reli-
gious purposes can only be provided for registered parishioners.
Catholic Schools offering a discount for children of parents who
are active members of their parish usually require that the family
be registered at least six months previously in their home parish.
It is also assumed that the children are registered in the religious
education program of the home parish.

................................................................. .

'Welcome To all our Visitors: We hope you felt at home at the Feast of our Lord with your brothers & sister in Christ. -

| New We pray you will join us again! Letters proving membership for reference, referrals, recommendations or for ! h

| any other reason, will only be provided to registered parishioners. If we don’t know you , we can’t vouch
ngmbers for you!

1 REGISTRATION

: Registration is important in the event you may need testimonial letters, for baptism/confirmation sponsorships, wedding plans etc.!
. If we don’t know you, we can’t vouch for you! Please register TODAY! Thank you!

|
i Name

i Address
1 City Zip code
Telephone #

l REGISTRATION UPDATE REQUEST: Envelope number

I Change name to:

Envelopes: Yes

Apt.#

Change address to:

No

SCAN
TO REGISTER




